REGULAR MEETING

BAINBRIDGE TOWN BOARD

AUGUST 11, 2026
Present: Bob Evans                                     Councilman
              Michael Kauffman                        Councilman
              Gordie Daniels                              Councilman

              Melissa Fuller                               Councilwoman

              Matt Clark                                     Highway Superintendent
             Aric McKown                                Town Clerk
Absent: Dolores Nabinger                         Supervisor
Guest(s): Josh Vansteenburg, Bill & Cathy Sherrick, Violet Wade, Shane Nordberg, Tim Harmon & Steve Eisenberg.
Councilman Evans called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:30PM.

Evans started the meeting by thanking Pool Superintendent Shane Nordberg for rescuing 2 boys from potentially drowning in the Susquehanna River.  He asked Nordberg to share what happened.  
Nordberg explained he had gone back to make sure he locked the gate at the water plant and heard boys screaming.  After witnessing one of the boys pushing another boy under the water and struggling for help, Nordberg went down into the water to rescue the boys.  He said he should have called 911, but was only thinking about helping the boys. Nordberg said our head guard Ethne Degan was there as well, and helped Nordberg get the boys to safety.

RESOLUTION # 1
Motion made by Councilman Daniels, second by Councilman Kauffman, to approve the minutes from the July 13th, 2026 Regular Meeting.

Ayes: Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Melissa Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.
The following claims as set forth on abstract #8 for 2026 were audited by Town Board:

General Town Wide#199-221 for $23,623.73
General Town Outside#12-13 for $168.20 

Bennettsville Lights#8 for $24.40
Highway Town Wide#72-76 for $3,283.66
Highway Town Outside#33-38 for $129,268.14 

RESOLUTION #2
Motion made by Councilwoman Fuller, second by Councilman Kauffman, authorizing clerk to issue warrant to Supervisor for payment of the audited bills and to change the total of the Clinton Park NYSEG bill to $5,961.69.
Ayes: Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: none; Motion Carried.
RESOLUTION #3

Motion made by Councilwoman Fuller, second by Councilman Daniels, to receive and file the June 2026 Financial Reports.

Ayes: Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.

Guest(s) Questions & Concerns:
Josh Vansteenburg of the Bainbridge Fire District Emergency Squad informed the town board he stopped in prior to the meeting to put the AED machine back together, after recently receiving the replacement parts for the machine.  Vansteenburg asked if he could speak on the purchasing of another AED machine, when the time came for the town to do that.
Vansteenburg talked about a company that had recently attended the Susquehanna Regional EMS Council and offered a presentation on AEDs for layperson use. The presentation consisted of subscription services for AEDs that fit in the palm of your hands.  He went over the details of these new AEDs and how they worked.  Vansteenburg said the name of the company is called Avive AED and would share the company’s information with the town, to see about having them come in to do a presentation.
Violet Wade asked if the AED company’s information could be shared with John Gliha of the Bainbridge Rotary, as the Rotary is applying for a grant for the Community Center.

Vansteenburg said he would share that information with them as well.

CLINTON PARK

Clinton Park Superintendent Harmon reported the Brazilian Soccer Camp had a small turnout, but everything went well and plan to come back next year.
He said the river ‘mile’ sign had been moved from the walkway by John’s Garage to the start/finish line up by the riverbank, so it can be seen better.  Harmon brought up the river fencing that’s currently in place and putting in a more permanent fence along the riverbank, from the start/finish line up to behind the large pavilion.  He talked about working together with the Bainbridge Community Foundation to install a better fencing for safety purposes.

Harmon mentioned that the BG Youth Soccer will be starting up, and the Family RV Association will be coming in early September.
POOL

Pool Superintendent Nordberg said there were some issues with the pool, involving the sewer plugging up.  Baldwin’s Sewer & Drain Service were called and fixed that issue.  He said they’ve had some pool ropes breaking and that Recreation Director Mayo plans to keep the pool open until August 28th.  Nordberg said we should have enough chlorine to last through then and our last inspection went great.

RESOLUTION #4
Motion by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilwoman Fuller, to receive and file the reports from the Sanitation Officer, Dog Control Officer & Assessor.

Ayes: Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.
Councilman Evans reported on behalf of Recreation Director Mayo, that the pool hours will be shortened as of August 17th from 1-4PM, due to a shortage of lifeguards who are returning to college.

HIGHWAY

Highway Superintendent Clark reported there had been water damage on Dingman Hill Rd, Neff Hill Road and Stumptown Road, due to the recent weather and had been repaired.  He talked about the storm damage that delayed the highway department’s paving of Elm Drive and how they managed to get Searles Hill paved and some paving done in the village, until Elm Drive was cleaned up from the storm damage and then was later paved as well.

Clark said some road shoulders will be installed in a couple weeks and there’s some oil and stoning left to do. He said he’d gotten pricing for relining a pipe on Old Gifford Road, not far from Amphenol.  The pipe is 25 feet deep, about 130 feet long and not feasible to change out.  Clark said he’s been looking at different pipes in the town and being proactive about addressing older pipes every other year.  He said the price to reline the pipe on Old Gifford was $75,000.00 and to completely change it out would be close to $200,000.00, because of needing to be contracted out.
He talked about the details involved with relining the pipe and getting CHIPS funding to help with that.

Highway Superintendent Clark informed the town board that the garage roof might have a leak in it.  He’s noticed puddles on the floor and insulation hanging from ceiling.  
TOWN CLERK

Town Clerk McKown shared the brochures he recently received by mail, from companies that do roof repair on commercial buildings with Highway Superintendent Clark.

McKown reported the Brazilian Summer Soccer Camp had a total of 17 registrations for their camp and town collected $628.60 for their week at Clinton Park.  

He informed the town board that Sentry Alarms has been bought out and is now under the name of Doyle Security Systems.
Councilman Evans asked Town Clerk McKown to send an invoice to the Village of Bainbridge, requesting their budgeted contribution amount for the Youth Recreation Program.
Evans also asked for an update on the town’s proceedings with Spectrum and getting the 1st Phase of the Wi-Fi updates done at Clinton Park.

McKown said he had been on vacation and still needed to speak to Josh Vandusen about setting up a time for him to speak with Spectrum. He said there had been recent Wi-Fi issues while he was away.
Park Superintendent Harmon commented that the issues had been temporarily fixed and would help to get things set up with Spectrum.

TOWN BOARD

Councilman Daniels talked about his time at the pool and how the lifeguards are doing a great job.
Councilman Evans brought up the ‘Drug House’ on County Rd 38 and that things are progressing.  He said the town’s attorney has been working to create the report to move forward and asked Town Clerk McKown to keep track of the hours spent by our attorney on the ‘Drug House’ matter.  Evans said there hasn’t been any new update from Dave Declue on this matter.

Councilman Evans brought up the Bud Andrews Wetlands and the recent issue we had with some homeless people starting fires there.
Highway Superintendent Clark said he hasn’t been down there personally and has not heard anything about it, but will go down and take a look.

Councilman Evans brought up the topic of E-bikes and asked if there’d been any new issues with this.

Park Superintendent Harmon said things have been pretty good and the few riders in the park, have been respectful.

Evans brought up the state regulations, and that E-bikes cannot be ridden in a speed zone that’s greater than 30 miles an hour.

Councilman Kauffman said the riders we’ve had issues with, are not riding E-bikes.  The issues are with the E-motorcycles and off-road bikes.  The E-bike must have working pedals.

The town board held conversation on this matter, the regulations involved and concluded to table this until the Fall & Winter, before enforcing any regulations.
Councilwoman Fuller presented her proposal for a Natural Play Park down by the Payne Park playground.  She explained that a Natural Play Park is described as an imaginative, open-ended play using natural materials that help kids to get off the technological devices.  She talked about how community involvement utilizes extra resources, like an old tractor tire that can be reused for seating or climbing on for children.
Fuller expressed the importance of the different organizations in our community getting involved in this project.  She provided a handout that covers 3 different phases of her project proposal, the specific location for this project and went over the details of these phases.
Councilman Evans asked Fuller if she needed any special approval from anybody, other than the town board.

Fuller said she’s spoken to Steve Fox from Chenango County Code Enforcement and she doesn’t need any approval from him.  She also talked to a couple directors of daycare centers and everything she’s proposing falls in the guidelines with the current playground we have, the NYS regulations and the daycare regulations, which are stricter than public playgrounds.
Councilwoman Fuller held conversation with the town board and the public in attendance and proposed moving forward with Phase 1 of her project proposal.

RESOLUTION #5

Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilman Daniels, to proceed with Phase 1 of the Natural Play Park and to see out how it goes before moving forward with the next phase.

Ayes: Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.

Town Clerk McKown opened and read the bids for Fuel Oil & LP Gas @ 7:02PM.

FUEL OIL BIDS

The following bids were received for fuel oil for the Town Hall:

                                                                    Fixed Rate:

Boulder Oil Company                                $3.969 per gallon

Economy Heating                                        $4.499 per gallon

RESOLUTION #6
Motion was made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilwoman Fuller, to award the bid to Boulder Oil to provide fuel oil to the Town Hall for a fixed price of $3.969 per gallon.

Ayes: Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.

LP GAS

The following bids were received for LP Gas for the Highway Garage, the Town Pool, and Clinton Park:

                                                                        Fixed Rate:

Boulder Oil                                                     $1.329 per gallon
Economy Heating                                           $1.599 per gallon
RESOLUTION #7
Motion was made by Councilman Evans, second by Councilwoman Fuller, to award the bid to Boulder Oil to provide LP Gas to the Highway Garage, the Town Pool, and Clinton Park for a fixed price of $1.329 per gallon.

Ayes: Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.
Councilman Evans said he would like to go into executive session to discuss the union contract.

RESOLUTION #8

Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilman Daniels, to go into executive session.

Ayes: Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.

RESOLUTION #9

Motion made by Councilwoman Fuller, second by Councilman Kauffman, to come out of executive session.

Ayes: Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.

RESOLUTION #10

Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilman Daniels, authorizing Supervisor Nabinger to sign the Teamsters Union contract for the period 01/01/2027 through 12/31/2029.
Ayes: Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.
Motion to Adjourn at 7:37PM.
Respectively Submitted,
Aric McKown

Town Clerk
