REGULAR MEETING

BAINBRIDGE TOWN BOARD

MARCH 10, 2026
Present: Dolores Nabinger                          Supervisor

              Bob Evans                                     Councilman
              Michael Kauffman                        Councilman
              Gordie Daniels                              Councilman
              Matt Clark                                     Highway Superintendent
             Aric McKown                                Town Clerk
Absent: Melissa Fuller                                Councilwoman
Guest(s): Bill Sherrick & Cathy Sherrick, Steve Eisenberg, Phil Wade, Dan Harrington, Martha Dibbell, Fred & Michelle Arnold, Tim Harmon & 12 BG students.
Supervisor Nabinger called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:36PM.

RESOLUTION # 1
Motion made by Councilman Evans, second by Councilman Daniels, to approve the minutes from the February 10th, 2026 Regular Meeting.
Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman; No: None; Motion Carried.
The following claims as set forth on abstract #3 for 2026 were audited by Town Board:

General Town Wide#50-76 for $55,619.32
General Town Outside#4-5 for $157.76
Bennettsville Lights#3 for $25.91
Highway Town Wide#18-29 for $158,745.08
Highway Town Outside#7-8 for $10,755.08
RESOLUTION #2
Motion made by Councilman Evans, second by Councilman Kauffman, authorizing clerk to issue warrant to Supervisor for payment of the audited bills.
Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman; No: none; Motion Carried.
RESOLUTION #3

Motion made by Councilman Evans, second by Councilman Kauffman, to receive and file the January 2026 Financial Reports.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman; No: None; Motion Carried.
Guest(s) Questions & Concerns:

Supervisor Nabinger introduced Michelle & Fred Arnold, who were in attendance to follow up with the town board on the newly proposed agreement between the town and the library.
Michelle Arnold provided an update upon the request from the town, for this agreement.  She said she’d spoken to Steve Bachman, the Director of the 4-County Library System, who’d spoken to the manager from the NYS Library Construction Grant.  Arnold learned that a lease, including a termination clause, will not satisfy the requirements of the grants provided by the state.

The town board held conversation about a 2-year termination clause initially proposed by the town in their agreement, working relations between the library and the town and also potential new ideas for the library.
The town board concluded to keep to the original agreement between the town and the library.
RESOLUTION #4

Motion made by Councilman Daniels, second by Councilman Kauffman, to get rid of the newly proposed agreement and stay with our 117-year-old agreement between the town and the library.
Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman; No: None; Motion Carried.

Bainbridge resident Martha Dibbell brought up the tire pile on Old Gifford Road and wondered if the town had heard anything back on that yet.
Town Clerk McKown said he hasn’t heard anything back from the initial letter he sent to the owner who lives in Harpursville.

Councilman Evans said the DEC has been investigating the matter and is considering charging the prior owner with abandonment of the property and illegal disposal of tires.  Evans said the DEC is on top of things.

Supervisor Nabinger asked Town Clerk McKown to send a 2nd certified letter to the current owner of the property.

Ms. Dibbell asked about the status of the house burned down on County Road 38.

Supervisor Nabinger reported all paperwork has been submitted to the Supreme Court in Norwich and Judge McBride is trying to release the mortgage.  According to the court system, there has been open foreclosure on this property since 2022.  McBride is uncertain he can release this mortgage because of the open foreclosure.  McBride sent all paperwork to another judge last week, who deals with real estate and now we’re waiting to hear back.  The town board held discussion on this matter with Ms. Dibbell.

Ms. Dibbell asked about the Payne Solar Project and its current status.

Supervisor Nabinger said NYSEG is getting ready to start the poles and asked Mayor Wade if he had any comment.

Wade said the engineers are getting ready to resume construction on the project site and the village had just finished negotiating an encroachment agreement because of the water lines running through that property.  He said the plan is to upgrade the existing poles in the village, for the routed lines.

Dibbell asked about a PILOT arrangement for this project.  Supervisor Nabinger said she didn’t know of a PILOT arrangement.

VILLAGE
Mayor Wade said the village is in the middle of getting their budget put together, and the village will be raising water and sewer rates due to increased costs, and a small increase to the village tax as well.

He said the village was hit unexpectedly, with having to recertify/ reapply to the Susquehanna River Basin Commission, to be able to continue using our wells.  This could cost the village $36,000.00 in engineering work.
Wade said the village continues to work on the erosion from Newton Creek that’s caused some undermining of the roadway west of the village.  He said FEMA will help pay for the repairs once the funding is figured out. 

Councilman Evans asked Mayor Wade if the village’s police department was still a line item in their budget.

Wade explained the village no longer has a staffed police department and are pursuing additional coverage through Chenango County Sherriff’s Department.  

Supervisor Nabinger said the county has approved this coverage for 27-28 hours per week at $51 per hour.
JERICHO ARTS COUNCIL

Phil Wade presented the rent report and check for the 2025 JAC season to the town board.

Supervisor Nabinger asked the town board what they wanted to do with this check.

Councilman Evans said the town usually returns this check, but with the expenses being what they are in the new year, he proposed accepting this check.

Evans motioned to accept the rent check from the Jericho Arts Council.  The motion wasn’t seconded and didn’t carry.

RESOLUTION #5

Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilman Daniels, to return the rent check back to the Jericho Arts Council.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman; No: Councilman Evans; Motion Carried.

Stone Bids for the 2026-2027 season were opened at 7:00pm and read by Town Clerk McKown.

STONE BIDS: 1A #1B #1ST (Washed Sand)

STONE BIDS:                   #1A                                #1B

         #1ST (Washed Sand)

Heidelberg                        $30.95/ton                       $25.95/ton                  $25.95/ton

Cobleskill                         $29.99/ton                      $24.99/ton                  $24.99/ton

Highway Superintendent Clark made his recommendation to go with Cobleskill Stone Products.

RESOLUTION #6

Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilman Daniels, to award the bid for #1A, #1B, #1ST (Washed Stone) to Cobleskill Stone Products, LLC for the 2026-2027season.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman; No: None; Motion Carried.
Shane Strong from Cobleskill Stone Products stated there was no increase this year and it was the same price the town paid last year.

RESOLUTION #7

Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilman Daniels, to receive and file the reports from the Sanitation Officer, Dog Control Officer and Assessor.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman; No: None; Motion Carried.

Town Clerk McKown said Assessor Ward offered to come in anytime, if the town board had any questions on her report.

HIGHWAY

Highway Superintendent Clark said both new trucks have been received and the highway department is very happy with them.  The truck company will be out next week to letter them.

Clark said the roads took quite a beating this winter, with the highway department making a total of 96 trips on the county roads.  A total of $15,724.80 from the county.

The highway department started sweeping the roads and took a dead tree down at Clinton Park.

Clark mentioned that Councilman Evans had talked about the possibility of purchasing an excavator at some point.  He did get a price on an excavator for $132,000.00.

POOL

Highway Superintendent Clark brought up the pool slide and sent the specifications to Pool Superintendent Nordberg for the water hookup from the pool house.  Nordberg will submit those specifications to the county for approval.  

Clark brought up the playground at Payne Park and digging out the woodchips at the playground.  He feels the playground needs to be redone and wants to work with the grant that’ll be submitted in July.  The town board held conversation on additional shelter and benches for the playground.

CLINTON PARK

Park Superintendent Harmon advised the public not to walk on the lower end of the park, due to the water.  He said he opened the lower gate and has been working to get rid of the excess water.

Harmon talked about the dead tree that was taken down and plans to spend more time at the park at the end of the month, getting things back together.  He brought up redoing the concrete floor in the lower pavilion across from the hamburger booth.

Harmon mentioned the 2 seasonal campers we lost this year but is confident we can find 2 more to replace them.

He talked about working with Zac Ouimet to do some maintenance on the peewee field, to make it look more presentable.
Park Superintendent Harmon provided 2 quotes to the town board for a new mower for the park.  Those quotes are:

·  White’s Farm Supply, Inc. Kubota Zero-Turn- $4,900.00

· Sourcewell Kubota Zero-Turn- $5,240.72
RESOLUTION #8

Motion made by Councilman Evans, second by Councilman Kauffman, to go with the White’s Farm Supply Inc. Kubota Zero-Turn for $4,900.00, to expend these monies from the Clinton Park Reserves and the expenditure is subject to permissive referendum.
Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman; No: None; Motion Carried.
TOWN CLERK

Town Clerk McKown shared a thank you card from Sue Atkinson thanking the town for helping with the Out of the Woodwork’s Christmas tree.

McKown brought up Bill Sherrick’s reappointment for the Board of Assessment Review and asked the town board to make that a motion, if Sherrick was still willing to continue .

RESOLUTION #9

Motion made by Councilman Evans, second by Councilman Kauffman, to reappoint Bill Sherrick to the Board of Assessment Review.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman; No: None; Motion Carried.
Town Clerk McKown announced that Phil Canonaco is back in town and will be opening the Bainbridge Pub (previously the Highway 7).  Mr. Canonaco will be looking to obtain a liquor permit to do that and wanted to make the town aware of this.
McKown informed the town board he’s been without email for about a week and half now.  He said he’s been in consistent contact with our IT representative Josh Vandusen and explained what the problem was.  McKown said the town’s email needs to change to a ‘. gov’email and asked for a motion to move forward with this change.
RESOLUTION #10

Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilman Evans, to start an email under the .gov email domain.
Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman; No: None; Motion Carried.
Councilman Kauffman offered his recommendations for the new email address.

Town Clerk McKown shared a letter he received from DCMO Boces, informing the town that they will be terminating their participation in providing products to the Town of Bainbridge in 30 days.

McKown explained they’d been providing us with paper and envelopes, and this decision had been made because of attorneys in Albany dictating the services that Boces provides and encouraging municipalities and schools to work together through shared services.

McKown reviewed the Schedule of Clerk Fees with the town board.  He explained all fees associated with birth, death & marriage records are set by the state and cannot be changed.
Fees for septic & junkyard permits and site plan applications can be changed through town board resolution and drafted by the town’s attorney.

McKown said the fees for dog licensing can be increased by town at any time through town board resolution.  The town board held discussion with Dog Control Officer Sherrick on the dog licensing fees.

RESOLUTION #11

Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilman Daniels, to increase the fee for neutered/spayed dogs to $10 and increase the fee for unneutered/unspayed dogs to $18.
Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman; No: None; Motion Carried.

McKown informed the town board he’d been approached by a representative from a Brazilian Soccer Camp, about conducting a summer soccer camp at Clinton Park this summer.  He said the Clinton Park Committee would need to meet to go over the details of this summer camp. 

TOWN BOARD

Councilman Evans asked about the status of the AED Machine.  Town Clerk McKown said the payment voucher for the replacement parts had been submitted to the company and are on a 6-month backorder.
Evans asked about the status of a CPR class.  Supervisor Nabinger said she hasn’t done anything about that yet.

Evans brought up the new slide for the pool and how the town has come to an agreement on the model of the new pool slide.  He said the cost of the new slide with shipping is just under $26,000.00 and he’s submitted the grant application to the Community Foundation of South-Central NY.  The grant application made it through the preliminary round and then it required another application that was submitted to meet the April deadline.  Now, we’re just waiting to hear if we’ll receive the $5,000.00 from this grant.
Motion to Adjourn at 7:42PM.
Respectively Submitted,
Aric McKown

Town Clerk
