REGULAR MEETING

BAINBRIDGE TOWN BOARD

JUNE 9, 2026
Present: Dolores Nabinger                          Supervisor

              Bob Evans                                     Councilman
              Michael Kauffman                        Councilman
              Gordie Daniels                              Councilman

              Melissa Fuller                               Councilwoman
              Matt Clark                                     Highway Superintendent
             Aric McKown                                Town Clerk
Guest(s): Bill Sherrick & Cathy Sherrick, Tim Harmon, Phil Wade, Steve Eisenberg, Cindy Salak, Gary Richman & Dave Declue.
Supervisor Nabinger called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:30PM.

RESOLUTION # 1
Motion made by Councilman Evans, second by Councilman Daniels, to approve the minutes from the May 12th, 2026 Regular Meeting.
Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.
RESOLUTION #2

Motion made by Councilwoman Fuller, second by Councilman Evans, to approve the minutes from the June 1st, 2026 Special Meeting.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.
RESOLUTION #3
Motion made by Councilman Daniels, second by Councilwoman Fuller, to receive and file the April 2026 financial reports.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.
Guest(s) Questions & Concerns:

Dave Declue attended the meeting to provide another update on his efforts with the burned down house on County Road 38.  He talked about his communication with the attorney doing the foreclosure on the property and how the attorney was unaware of the house burning down.  Declue said he’d need to file a notice of appearance with the attorney involved to have further conversation on this matter and begin negotiation on behalf of the current living owner and move forward with the case.
Declue also mentioned there had been a referee appointed to compute the amount due to the plaintiff for the foreclosure.  Once this has been done, he will follow up with the attorney who’s handling the foreclosure.  Declue said this is an entirely separate matter, from the town and the town’s attorney proceeding with a local law on unsafe structures.
The following claims as set forth on abstract #6 for 2026 were audited by Town Board:

General Town Wide#137-167 for $17,293.77

General Town Outside#9-10 for $183.68

Bennettsville Lights#6 for $25.04

Highway Town Wide#43-59 for $6,968.35

Highway Town Outside#20-22 for $12,923.71

RESOLUTION #4
Motion made by Councilwoman Evans, second by Councilwoman Fuller, authorizing clerk to issue warrant to Supervisor for payment of the audited bills.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: none; Motion Carried.
Gary Richman brought up the ‘raceway’ issue at General Clinton Park, with boys on E-bikes riding on the walking trails and roadways without any helmets.  He said somebody’s going to get hurt, and it needs to be addressed.

Tim Harmon talked about the issues he’s had with trying to speak to these boys, how he’s basically avoided and won’t listen to him.  Harmon said this issue is going on in the village too and we need some police presence.  The town board held conversation on the matter and concluded to have Park Superintendent Harmon contact law enforcement when he sees them riding their E-bikes in the park again.
Steve Eisenberg commented that New York State recently made a law that E-bikes/ motorized bicycles on sidewalks are illegal and that separate municipalities are allowed to make their own rules.  He talked about the fatalities involved and proposed to the board to have a conversation with the Chenango County Sheriff’s Department to include more signage in our area.

Mayor Wade spoke on the matter and said the village does have a local law stating that anyone riding a bicycle on a sidewalk cannot proceed in a reckless manner and in the streets, you must obey traffic laws.  The town board mentioned consulting with the town’s attorney on creating local law for the town on this matter as well.
Supervisor Nabinger shared the information from the Recreation Director’s report, that included 3 additional playground program monitors and 1 additional lifeguard staff.  Nabinger asked for a motion to approve the new staff for this year’s Recreation Program.
RESOLUTION #5

Motion made by Councilman Evans, second by Councilman Daniels, to approve additional playground program staff Hailey Maye, Emma Kinter & Leslie Cuozzo and Lifeguard staff Olivia Hall.
Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller, No: None; Motion Carried.

RESOLUTION #6

Motion made by Councilwoman Fuller, second by Councilman Evans, to receive and file reports from the Sanitation Officer, Dog Control Officer & Assessor.
Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.

Supervisor Nabinger talked about the new law regarding the property tax exemption for 100% disabled veterans in Assessor Ward’s report.  This law eliminates the local discretion, as a result no board resolution or public hearing is required to implement this exemption.  The town board held conversation on this matter.

HIGHWAY
Highway Superintendent Clark reported the highway department has been busy mowing every day, weed wacking the guardrails, mowing the cemeteries, cleaning ditches, cutting brush and getting ready to pave Elm Drive after school lets out.  The highway department helped the Town of Guilford with their paving last week and Guilford will help us when the time comes.
Clark said he has not heard from CHIPS yet about what monies we’ll receive.

CLINTON PARK

Park Superintendent Harmon reported the grounds are back to normal after the Canoe Regatta, with some seeding to do and ruts to fill in.  The regatta went well, and the Car Show had a great turnout this past weekend with great weather and about 150 judging cars. 

Harmon said the circus will be in town this weekend, with shows this Sunday & Monday and the Dog Show to follow.  He commented on the Boil Water Advisory and how the test results should be back tomorrow.  The town board held conversation on the matter.
VILLAGE

Mayor Wade explained there were samples received, one from the pool and the other from the treatment plant.  The samples showed the existence of coliform bacteria, but chlorination levels and raw water from the well, both checked out well with no contamination.  He said other factors involved, like the town pool being filled and containers being contaminated, could have affected the early water tests results.  Wade said the village is following all county guidelines and proper protocol, while awaiting new test results.
Wade encouraged all residents to register their phone devices to the county’s program that helps to notify residents in times of emergency.

The town board held conversation on this matter and effective ways for our residents to get this information, if they don’t use the internet. 

POOL
Tim Harmon announced the new slide for the pool is coming tomorrow to the highway garage.  He added the dedication plaque for Deb Hromada will be put up tomorrow and a couple of picnic tables will be added in the playground area as well.  The pool will officially open on June 15th.

TOWN CLERK
Town Clerk McKown presented a plaque from the Cornell Cooperative Extension, that talks about the mural that was painted on the side of the bathhouse at the pool, who painted it and what it represents.  The Cornell Cooperative Extension asked if this plaque could be hung up by the mural.  
McKown shared a conversation he had with Recreation Director Nick Mayo and limiting the number of children for the Playground Program to 60.  If we should surpass that amount, we would need to hire additional playground program monitors.

Supervisor Nabinger said she’d been contacted by JR Bogert about the FOIL request Town Clerk McKown received and had been advised to share this FOIL request with the town’s attorney Bob McKertich for further direction.
TOWN BOARD

Councilman Evans asked Supervisor Nabinger if the NYS Report was done.  Nabinger said this was not done yet because of 4 critical things to fix.

Councilman Kauffman asked who manages the Pool’s Facebook page and said it was set up as a personal profile.  Town Clerk McKown said the page was created a couple years ago by lifeguard Garrett O’Hara.  Supervisor Nabinger said she would follow up with Recreation Director Mayo about it.
SUPERVISOR

Supervisor Nabinger presented the local law entitled ‘The Unsafe Buildings Law’, provided by town’s attorney Bob McKertich and asked the town board if they wanted to adopt the following local law: 
TOWN OF BAINBRIDGE 

LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF THE YEAR 2026

A LOCAL LAW ENTITLED 

“THE UNSAFE BUILDINGS LAW”


Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Bainbridge as follows:

Section 1.
Purpose 

The purpose of this Local Law is to promote the public health, safety and general welfare of the residents of the Town of Bainbridge (hereinafter “Town”), the conservation of property and property values, and to eliminate safety and health hazards.

Section 2.
Definitions

As used in this Local Law, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER — the Code Enforcement Officer of the Town of Bainbridge, the Code Enforcement Department of the County of Chenango, or such other person appointed by the Town Board to enforce the provisions of this Local Law.

DANGEROUS OR UNSAFE BUILDINGS — All buildings or structures that have any or all of the following defects shall be deemed dangerous or unsafe buildings:

A.
Those that have improperly distributed loads upon the floors or roofs or in which the same are overloaded or that have insufficient strength to be reasonably safe for the purpose used.

B.
Those that have been damaged by fire, wind or other causes so as to have become dangerous to life, safety, or the general health and welfare of the occupants of the Town.

C.
Those that have become or are so dilapidated, decayed, unsafe, unsanitary or that so utterly fail to provide the amenities essential to decent living that they are unfit for human habitation or are likely to cause sickness or disease so as to work injury to the health, safety or general welfare of those living therein.

D.
Those having inadequate facilities for egress in case of fire or panic, or those having insufficient stairways, elevators, fire escapes or other means of communication.

E.
Those that, because of their condition, are unsafe, unsanitary or dangerous to the health, safety or general welfare of the people of the Town.

Section 3.
Unsafe buildings prohibited; repair, rehabilitation or demolition required

A.
All buildings or structures that fit the definition of Dangerous or Unsafe Buildings, as set forth in Section 2, are hereby declared illegal and are prohibited and shall be abated by repair and rehabilitation or by demolition and removal in accordance with the procedures of this Local Law.

B.
Any building damaged by fire, wind, water or other calamity shall be wholly repaired or removed within six months after the date on which such calamity occurs. Any building so damaged shall be immediately boarded up or sealed off from access by the public unless the damage is confined solely to any chimney, smokestack, flue, gas vent, smokepipe or connector, and the relevant and applicable provisions of the State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code are complied with and such damage is repaired.

Section 4.
Inspection and report

When, in the opinion of the Code Enforcement Officer, any structure located in the Town shall be deemed to be a Dangerous or Unsafe Building, he or she shall make a formal inspection thereof and thereafter prepare a written report thereof and file the same in his or her office.

Section 5.
Service of notice

A.
When it is determined by the Code Enforcement Officer that a building or structure is dangerous or unsafe to the public, he or she shall promptly serve or cause to be served a notice on the owner and other persons having a vested interest in such property or structure as hereinafter provided. In the event that there are tenants in said structure, said notice shall be served both to the owner and to said tenants.

B.
The aforementioned notice shall be served on the owner of the premises or one of the owner's executors, legal representatives, agents, or other persons having a vested or contingent interest in the same, or shown by the last completed assessment roll of the Town, either personally or by certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed to the person intended to be served at the last known place of business. When the notice is served, the Code Enforcement Officer shall cause a copy of such notice to be posted on the premises.

Section 6.
Contents of notice

The notice referred to in Section 5 hereof shall contain the following:

A.
A description of the premises.

B.
A statement of the particulars in which the building or structure is unsafe or dangerous.

C.
An order requiring the building or structure to be made safe and secure or removed.

D.
A statement that the securing or removal of the building or structure shall commence within 10 days from the date of the service of notice and shall be completed within 30 days therein. The Code Enforcement Officer may extend the time of compliance specified in the notice, where there is evidence of intent to comply within the time specified and conditions exist, which prevent immediate compliance. In granting any such extension of time, the Code Enforcement Officer may impose such conditions as may be deemed appropriate.

E.
A statement that, in the event of the neglect or refusal of the person served with notice to comply with the same, a hearing will be held before the Town Board, notice of which time and place thereof to be specified in the notice to the owners referred to in Section 5 hereof.

F.
A statement that, in the event the Town Board, after the hearing specified in Subsection E hereof, shall determine that the building or structure is unsafe or dangerous to the public, the Town Board may order the building or structure to be repaired and secured or taken down and removed.

G.
A statement that in the event the building or structure shall be determined by the Town to be unsafe or dangerous and in the event of the neglect or refusal of the owner to repair or remove the same within the time provided, the Town may remove such building or structure by whatever  means  it  deems  appropriate  and  may  assess  all  costs and expenses incurred by the Town in connection with the proceeding to remove or secure, including the cost of actually removing said building or structure, against the land  on  which  said  buildings  or  structures are located. That statement shall also provide that the Town may proceed by the appropriate means to ensure compliance with this Local Law through the Supreme Court of the State of New York.

Section 7.
Filing of copy of notice


A copy of the notice referred to in Section 5 hereof may be filed with the County Clerk of the county within which said building or structure is located, which notice  shall  be  filed by  such  Clerk  in  the  same  manner  as  a  notice  of pendency  pursuant  to  Article  65  of  the  Civil  Practice  Law  and  Rules  and shall  have  the  same  effect  as a  notice  of  pendency  as  therein  provided, except as otherwise hereinafter provided in this section. A notice so filed shall be effective for a period of one year from the date of filing provided, however, that it may be vacated upon the order of a Judge or Justice of a court  of  record  or  upon  the  consent  of  the  Town  Attorney.  The Clerk of the county where such notice is filed shall mark such notice in any record or docket thereof as canceled of record, upon the presentation and filing of such consent or of a certified copy of such order.

Section 8.
Emergency measures to vacate

If the Code Enforcement Officer determines in his inspection of any building or structure that there is actual and immediate danger of failure or collapse so as to endanger life, he or she shall promptly require the buildings or structure, or portion thereof, to be vacated forthwith and not to be reoccupied until the specified repairs are completed, inspected and approved by the Code Enforcement Officer. He or she may also order adjacent structures to be vacated and may protect the public by appropriate barricades or such other means as may be necessary and, for this purpose, may close a private or public right-of-way. The Code Enforcement Officer shall cause to be posted at such entrance to such building or structure a notice stating: "This building is unsafe and its use or occupancy has been prohibited by the Code Enforcement Officer of the Town of Bainbridge." Such notice shall remain posted until the required repairs are made or demolition is completed. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation or their agents or other persons to remove such notice without written permission of the Code Enforcement Officer or for any person to enter the building except for the purpose of making the required repairs or demolition thereof.

Section 9.
Costs and expenses

All costs and expenses, including legal fees, incurred by the Town in connection with any proceedings or any work done to remove the danger or in connection with the demolition and removal of any such building or structure shall be assessed against the land on which said building or structure is located, and a  statement  of  such  expenses  shall  be  presented  to  the  owner  of the property, or if the owner cannot be ascertained or located, then such statement shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises. Such assessment shall be and constitute a lien upon such land. If the owner shall fail to pay such expenses within 10 days after the statement is presented or posted, a legal action may be brought to collect such assessment or to foreclose such lien. As an alternative to the maintenance of any such action, the Town Clerk may file a certificate of the actual expenses incurred as aforesaid, together with a statement identifying the property in connection with which the expenses were incurred and the owners thereof, with the Assessor, who shall, in the preparation of the next assessment roll, assess such amount upon such property. Such amount shall be included in the levy against such property, shall constitute a lien and shall be collected and enforced in the same manner, by the same proceedings, at the same time and under the same penalties as is provided by law for the collection and enforcement of real property taxes in the Town.

Section 10.
Penalties for offenses

A.
Any person who neglects, refuses or fails to comply with any order or notice issued hereunder shall be guilty of a violation punishable by a fine not to exceed $250 or by imprisonment for a term not to exceed 15 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Each week's continued violation shall constitute a separate additional violation.

B.
Nothing in this Local Law shall be construed as depriving the Town of any other available remedy relevant to a violation of this Local Law.

Section 11.
Compliance with other regulations

No provisions of this Local Law shall be construed so as to relieve any person from complying with the provisions of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code or any other applicable law, rule or regulation established by New York State or the Town Board; provided, however, that the time limit set forth in this Local Law shall apply if in conflict with the provisions of any other law, rule or regulation.

Section 12.
Enforcement

A.
The Code Enforcement Officer shall enforce the provisions of this Local Law.

B.
The Town Board may, by resolution, designate an authorized representative to enforce the provisions of this Local Law in the absence of, or in the event of, the inability of the Code Enforcement Officer to so enforce.

Section 13.
Remainder


Except as hereinabove specified, the remainder of the Local Laws of the Town of Bainbridge shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 14.
Separability


The provisions of this Local Law are separable and if any provision, clause, sentence, subsection, word or part thereof is held illegal, invalid, unconstitutional, or inapplicable to any person or circumstance, such illegality, invalidity or unconstitutionality, or inapplicability shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, clauses, sentences, subsections, words, or parts of this local law or their application to other persons or circumstances.  It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that this local law would have been adopted if such illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional provision, clause, sentence, subsection, word or part had not been included therein, and as if such person or circumstance, to which the local law or part thereof is held inapplicable, had been specifically exempt therefrom.

Section 15.
Effective Date


This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York State Secretary of State in accordance with Section 27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.

RESOLUTION #7
Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilman Daniels, to adopt and move forward with the Local Law Entitled ‘The Unsafe Buildings Law’.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Daniels, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.
Nabinger said we will set a public hearing at the July Regular Meeting at 7PM.

Supervisor Nabinger said the Community Foundation will give their donation for the new pool slide, once the money in their CD matures in July, unless it’s needed sooner.
Nabinger said the dedication for Deb Hromada will be this Saturday June 13th @ 11AM at the pool.
Supervisor Nabinger asked Councilman Evans to talk about the property down by the pool and the potential to do something with that property through grant money.

Evans explained we have the ability to apply for a grant, due by the end of July through New York State, and do something with the land where the old skatepark used to be.  He talked about opening the playground area up and doing something more interactive there for our community.
Councilwoman Fuller shared her idea for putting in an ‘imaginative’ play area for kids to use their imagination for building or gardening.  The town board held discussion on the subject, putting out a survey for the public input and having an engineered plan.

Supervisor Nabinger suggested we not go for a grant but still do a survey for the public and keep the project on a smaller scale.
Councilman Kauffman expressed we need to give the project some more thought before moving forward. 

Motion to Adjourn at 7:47PM.
Respectively Submitted,
Aric McKown

Town Clerk
